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important. There has been some delay this week, owing to want of types, but the (printer's) devils are full of promise to set up immediately. Moxon has sent me the revises of " The Palace," with the notes; they are, I believe, correct, yet I would know whether you altered " pouring glorious scorn" into " frowning/' etc. In the course of next week I shall send you two compositions of my own, the one very trifling, an article of three pages only, in the Foreign Quarterly, the other, a pamphlet Moxon has just published for me on Rossetti's Disquisizioni sullo spirito Antipafale1. I hope you will like it; yet I have not forgotten that the last time I sent you a publication of mine you did not even deign to read it. When should I have done the like by one of yours ? Perhaps you may retort with justice, that this question is like the American's remark in Mrs Trollope, to an Englishman, who had never read Bryant's poems, " How illiberal you English are! just let me ask you, what you would say to one of us that had never read Milton or Shakespeare, or any of your great authors ! " Fare thee well, old trump, poems are good things but flesh and blood is better. I only crave a few words.
Ever yours affectionately, A. H. H.
After staying at Kitlands.
DORKING, October ioth, 1832. MY DEAR ALFRED,
I must snatch a few minutes from the overwhelming mass of law business which is now on my hands, just to talk with you about the first-proof. I had it sent down to me while I was staying at Heath's. The weather was miserably rainy, so, after breakfast, we adjourned to an arbour in the garden, and while Thompson, who was also staying there, furnished cheroots, I furnished proof-sheets. After mature examination, we came, in full conclave, to some decisions, of which you shall have the benefit. We think the type very pretty, but are rather sorry the book will not bind up with its predecessor. We admire the Buonaparte sonnet but we strongly urge the substitution of
1 Among other papers Hallam wrote then were the brief though remarkable memoirs of Petrarch, Burke, and Voltaire, for the Gallery of Portraits published by the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge.